November 6, 2018
Dear BCS Families,
I wanted to take a moment to reach out to each of you following BCS’s submission of our
Proposition 39 (Prop 39) facilities request last week. After LASD Superintendent Jeff Baier responded
to our submission with a press release on Friday, there has been a lot of confusion and
misinformation within our community. Thank you to those who reached out to me and other Board
members directly to share your thoughts, support, and concerns.
Three important points: First, BCS’s facilities request is a standard procedure that’s in line with
California law and in no way are we suggesting - or demanding - that LASD close Egan. Prop 39
requires the facilities request to include “the district school site and/or general geographic area in
which the charter school wishes to locate.” In order to work collaboratively with the district, we
elected to name a site preference. Additionally, the law mandates that the site requested not
require construction. Because Egan Junior High School site is the only one in the District that can
accommodate a K-8 school without adding buildings, it was the only viable option. If BCS were
consolidated on the Egan site, it would free up facilities at Blach that the District could use
temporarily as needed (for example, while waiting to construct a new school on the proposed 10th
site). It is time to have a conversation about the most efficient use of resources.
Second, while we regret any disruption for even a single child for a single year, it’s important to
realize that LASD has had 15 years, including the most recent five years during the 5-Year Facilities
Agreement to effectively plan for a more permanent single site solution. Ultimately, it’s up to LASD to
provide adequate facilities, and we hope to engage in fruitful discussion with LASD over the next
few months about what makes sense for all public school students in the district.
Third, I want to assure you that as a public school, there will be space for all students at BCS for the
2019-2020 school year.
Please take the time to become informed about these issues. You can find the complete Prop 39
request and helpful FAQ on the BCS website. As things develop between now and next April, we will
continue to update these pages as new information emerges.
On behalf of the BCS Board of Directors, I appreciate your patience and dedication to BCS
throughout this process. As always, please feel free to reach out to me or any other board member
to share what’s on your mind.
Warm Regards,

Joe Hurd, BCS Board Chair and President

